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School buildings will remain closed through the rest of the academic year unless the current 
distancing restrictions are lifted, Gov. Gretchen WHITMER announced this morning, as part of 
an executive order that also sets new guidelines for remote learning. 
 
According to the Governor's office, the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators 

and the Michigan Council of Charter School Authorizers are currently developing a Continuity of 
Learning Plan template application for schools to use to create their own localized plan. The 
application will be made available by April 3. 
 
These district plans must detail how districts will provide opportunities for students to learn remotely 
and how schools will manage and monitor their progress. It will also provide information on how 

parents and guardians can learn more about the local plan, according to the Governor's office. 
 
Each district must have its plan approved by their regional intermediate school district before being 
implemented, and public school academies must have their plans approved by their authorizer. 
 
And if the plan relies on some online instruction, the district must ensure every student who needs it 

has access to an appropriate device with the ability to connect to the Internet. Students and families 
will not be penalized if they are unable to participate in their alternate learning plan. 
 
Other provisions of the Governor's announcement today included: 
 
- School districts will have the flexibility to adopt a balanced calendar for the 2019-2020 school year 

and/or to begin the 2020-2021 school year before Labor Day without having to seek additional 
approval.  
 
- Teachers and school employees will be paid for the remainder of the school year. 
 

- All Michigan high school seniors will be given the opportunity to graduate this year. 
 
- Schools should continue to provide mental health care services for students, to the extent possible, 
and should be ready and willing to help efforts to establish disaster relief childcare centers. 
 
- Districts will also continue to provide meals for families who need them during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 
"As a parent, I understand the challenge closing schools creates for parents and guardians across the 
state, which is why we are setting guidelines for schools to continue remote learning and ensuring 
parents have resources to continue their children’s education from the safety of their homes," 
Whitmer said in a statement. "There is no video chat or homework packet that can replace the value 
of a highly trained, experienced teacher working with students in a classroom, but we must continue 

to provide equitable educational opportunities for students during this public health crisis." 
 
Michigan will join at least nine other states that have shuttered school buildings for the rest of the 
school year – those states are Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Vermont and Virginia, according to Education Week. 
 

Senate Majority Leader Mike SHIRKEY responded with, "School buildings are closed, but education 
will continue as schools embrace new learning formats. Teachers and staff have done a tremendous 
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job providing continuous learning to students over the past couple weeks and we know that effort 
can continue. Teachers and families partnering together, will provide Michigan students with distance 
learning opportunities for the balance of the school year." 

 
Both Senate Minority Leader Jim ANANICH (D-Flint) and Sen. Dayna POLEHANKI (D-Livonia) 
applauded Whitmer for the decision today.  
 
The Michigan Association of Public School Academies also supported the Governor's move and noted 
she "is not calling for an end to the school year. While students and teachers might not be returning 

to their buildings, teaching and learning will continue." 
 
The Governor first ordered school buildings closed starting March 16 and extending to April 6, but 
that was later extended to April 13, as part of the efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19 (See 
"Gov Orders All K-12 School Buildings Closed For 3 Weeks, Starting Monday," 3/12/20). 
 

Since that time, Whitmer has said it was unlikely schools would reopen, but a plan on how to move 
forward with educating kids and settle other logistics took some time to craft, she said (See "Gov. 
School Plan Coming Thursday; Shirkey 'Viscerally Opposed' To Canceling W/O Plan," 3/31/20). 
 
The House GOP caucus has recommended to the Governor, based on a memo obtained by MIRS, that 
"if students are not able to return to the classroom by the middle of May than any plans to return to 

in-seat instruction for the rest of the year should end."  
 
In addition, the Republicans recommend that schools be ordered to continue an education program 
via on-line and/or distant learning after that middle of May deadline. The House GOP also favored 
moving up the new fall term by starting schools in August and not after Labor Day, which is the 
current state law and the Governor apparently agreed. 

 
The Governor is relaxing the state mandate of 180 days of classroom seat time while the alternative 
schedule is being set. 
 
In other news, the Governor wore a t-Shirt reading "That Woman From Michigan" while telling 
Trevor NOAH of The Daily Show last night (4:13) that "I don't think any of us has the energy to deal 

with politics right now." 
 
The t-shirt is in reference to President Donald TRUMP referring to Whitmer during a press briefing as 
being the "woman from Michigan as opposed to using her name or her position as Governor (See 
"Whitmer-White House Tension Story Runs Its Course," 3/30/20). 
 

While her public comments since Friday evening have been similar to what she said on the Comedy 
Central show last night, it's the first time she's been seen advancing the national hashtag that's 

emerged from that comment.  

On Twitter this morning, Michigan Republican Party Chair Laura COX subtly requoted the Governor 
while showing a picture of Whitmer wearing the shirt. 
 
Longtime Republican operative Stu SANDLER was more forward, tweeting, "The audition for VP 
continues for Whitmer. Referencing a dust up in her t-shirt runs counter to her message of wanting 
everyone to work together. She can't help but take political shots." 

 
Whitmer Communications Director Zack POHL, whose own tweet of the photograph generated 4,200 
likes, responded to Sandler with an infamous picture of Sandler's former boss, unsuccessful 2018 
gubernatorial nominee Bill SCHUETTE, doing a grip-and-grin with public safety officials as a 
structure is engulfed in flames in the background (See "What Phrase Did Schuette Repeat Most Often 
During Debate?" 10/30/18). 
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In other news: 
 
- Rep. Beau LaFAVE (R-Iron Mountain) is asking the Governor to issue an emergency order to 

implement his legislation that allows gas stations to dispense fuel when an attendant is not on duty, 

which he said would combat the spread of COVID-19. 

 


